The effect of ethanol on responses of the isolated rabbit ileocolic artery.
Antagonist drugs were used to separate the purinergic and adrenergic contributions involved in the sympathetic vasopressor responses produced by electrical field stimulation in the ileocolic artery of the rabbit. Blocking drugs were applied either alone or in various combinations and sequences. The effect of ethanol was studied in conditions of alpha-adrenoceptor blockade, P2x purinoceptor desensitisation, or in the absence of antagonists. From these studies it is concluded that ethanol has a selective potentiating effect on alpha-adrenoceptor-mediated responses.